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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2001-02 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 55

Introduced by Assembly Members Shelley and Hertzberg
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Aroner, Chavez, Liu,
Lowenthal, and Steinberg)

December 4, 2000

torBn act to add Chapter 5
(commencing with Sectlon 2300) to Division 2 of the Elect@oude,
relating to elections.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

AB 55, as amended, Shelley. Elections: votirg—+eferm and
medernizatiorrights of voters

Existinglaw provides for voting at polling places, by absentee ballot,
and in mail ballot elections.

This bill would provide that voters at the polls and the public have
specified rights at the polls, and would permit the Secretary of State to
develop regulations to implement and clarify these rights. It would
permitthe list of voters’ rights set forth in this bill to be made available
to the public before each election and on election day via specified
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program:-yes
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHONI—Secton2224-cithe ElestionsCedeisamended
SECTION 1. Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 2300) is
added to Division 2 of the Elections Code, to read:

CHAPTERS. \OTERSBILL OF RGHTS

2300. (a) The voters and the public have all of the following
rights:

(1) A voter has the right to ask questioagarding election day
procedures of the precinct board and to receive an answer or be
directed to the appropriate elections official for an answer. In the
event that the precinct board determines that persistent
guestioning by a voter or voters is resulting in a delay of voting
sufficient to cause other voters to forego voting because of
insufficienttime or for fear of unwarranted intimidation, the board
may discontinue responding to questions by a voter or voters.

(2) A voter has the right to request and receive a new ballot if
at any time the voter feels he or she has made a mistake during the
voting pocess but befoil@is or her vote is finally cast. A voter must
return the spoiled ballot to a poll worker or elections official to
receive a new ballot. A person voting by absentee ballot may also
requestnd eceive a new ballot providing his or her spoiled ballot
is returned to an elections official prior to the closing of the polls
on election day.

(3) A voter has a right to aceipt that indicates that the voter’s
vote was received by the elections officials. The receipt shall be
given to each person voting at a polling place. The receipt shall
bear no indication of how a voter cast his or her vote. The receipt
may be, but is not limited to, a printed slip, sticker, ceedtificate,
or other indicator that a voter cast his or her vote and that it was
properly received by the precinct board or an elections official.

(4) A voter has the right to know that his or her vote counts. It
is of fundamental importance to the democratic process that all
eligible voters understand that their participation in the electoral
process is one of the highest and most valued acts of civic
responsibility.
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(5) A voter has the right to have a polling place stay open long
enough taccommodate everyone who isggnt tovote at the time
of the closing of the polling place.

(6) The public has the right to request and receive public
information povided at the polling place, including a list of voters
who have voted, so that get-out-the-vote workers may review the
list of those individuals who have voted.

(7) Any person with a valid California voter notification card
has the right to vote.

(8) Every voter whose name does not appear on the voting
roster has the right to a provisional ballot at the polling place.

(b) The Secretary of State may develop regulations to
implement and clarify the voters bill of rights set forth in
subdivision (a).

(c) The list of voters’ rights set forth in subdivision (a) may be
made available to the public before each election and on election
day as follows:

(1) The list may be printed in the statewide voter pamphlet
along with the following statements:

(A) A voter has the right to ask questions about elections
procedures.

(B) A voter has the right to receive a new ballot if the voter
believes he or she has made a mistake. This applies only prior to
a voter casting a ballot.

(C) A voter has the right to a receipt indicating that the voter’s
vote was received by the elections official.

(D) A voter has the right to know that his or her vote counts.

(E) A voter has the right to vote if he or she is at the polling
place at 8:00 p.m.

(F) A voter has the right to vote if he or she has a valid
California voter notification card.

(G) A voter has the right to a provisional ballot whenever his
or her name is not listed on the voting rolls.

(H) The public has the right to review public information
available at a polling place.

(2) The list may be displayed on the Web site of the Secretary
of State and that of any county elections office that maintains a
Web site.

(3) Local elections officials may read the list to a visually
impaired voter, on request.
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All matter omitted in this version of the
bill appears in the bill as amended in the
Senate/ August 28, 2001 (JR 11)
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